Rt. 8, Frederick, Md. 21701 
5/31/75 

Hr* Ben Bradlee, editor 
Washington Post 
1150 15 St #, W 
Wash* , D#G# 20005 

Boar %• Brapdlee, 

I hope you will take the time to read the enclosed copy of my today* s letter 
to David Martin, especially the references to the Post# 

I read his story before breakfast. Since then I*ve read another Post story, to 
which 1*11 refer not in criticism but as illustrative of the real problems the press, 
which is confronted with deadlines of which officials are aware, has to contend with# 

Thursday* s Post contains another illustration^of how the press can be used for 
official purposes with the press innocent and the rporting scrupulously accurate# I 
do think that if the Post were not hungup on me it might have occurred to someone 
on Lawrence Meyer* s desk to ask me questions I also think are obvious about that 
story, "Officials Complain of Information A^ct Demands#^ 

Winning five FOIA suits one way or another, with one being part of the legislative 
history of the amending and specifically cited in the debates! winning countless 
others outside of court; and being the writer if not the person who has used this 
law more than any other ought to qualify me as an expert# 

When I realized that in all innocence the Post was being used - you oanVt be 
expert on everything - because 1 start the day early I dashed off a 1,200-1,500 
draft of an opinion article going into the other side/ before breakfast# I laid it 
aside until your working day starts rather than taking the time and cost of getting 
it re-typed* (i am as for more than 11 years I have been without income of subsidy*) 
Then I phoned Geyeiin* I could not get through# The second woman to whom I spoke 
was a real stonewall# I explained to her that I did not want to take the time to 
retype this piece if there was not the possibility that Geyeiin would consider it# 

I told her it was not a letter to the editor, that I knew it to be impossible to 
consider everything, that no editor could commit himself to any article without 
reading it, and that all I wonted to know is whether he would consider the piece 
without any commitment to use it# Why should I waste the time if as is his right 
Geyeiin feels he wants no editorial article on FOIA? And you are not unaware of 
other thoughts 1 could have had# But all 1 could get was a broken record, "Mr# 

Geyeiin considers everythin# * " Anybody who has spent a day in any newspaper knows 
better# It simply is impossible# 

No reporter, no matter how good - and I believe Martin and u eorge Lardner are 
good, much better than avergge good reporters - can know or remember everything# So 
it is not personal criticism of them or of their editors to note a few questions 
their today*s stories raise# Vtyth Martin* s central is when JFK first learned of 
Russian mis. f -fl.es in G u fca. I don t know but 1 do know the official stories of the past: 
when Mc^eorge Bundy aw a kened him with the news two months after the date in Ail artin*s 
story# I think It was 10/15/62# There is a date question with Lardner*s close, "••• 
the only plot devised against G as tro in the 1959-63 period#" CIA ones in 1965 have 
been reported# Policy, at least JFK* s, changed in October 1962# ^ohnson has been 
quoted wideljr as lamenting a Murder, Inc#, we operated in the Caribbean* 

Ladner’s unidentified sources told him that Dover’s reason for writing Bobby 
was "because he feared that any CIA~Mafia deals could compromise government investi- 
gations and prosecutions of organized crime cases# " 
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I have an extensive collection of Hoover's l^ers^a 

serving is obvious. He a master at t ^^"^vreported accounts have it that 
of the Hoover-Kennedy relationship is not secret p , , effort 

one of Bobby's real problems with Hoover was getting him to make any real eiior 

against organized crime® 

In filial the thousands of pages of FBI material I have obtained* there are more 
ttan 2^000 pio I have not yot tod tito to rood - t have «» «•* 

establish a file on what the FBI knew about plots agaii s ° 

fhe graf from which I've quoted begins, "Hoover was apparently unaware of j&X 
(em-h. added) plot to assassinate bistro, "sources sa*d.... 

* If I can’t recall any proof I have to the contrary I suspect that somewhere I 

do have it. “ . n 

Ammi- those "Indigenous (Cuban) organisations trying to do him L Castro J in 
tte etSS SLto to toovon tod too o, inxoomants. Ihoro .to to«o toe toep.nto- 
missis' So neutrality 4ot. I too. of FBI raids .tore there *» 

sr z £ srs-Utoot. 

I offerlthem the tape of the interview through Internal Security ldvision.) 

equate it^ittSe jud^eS^SectS ^^thelost^^^o^t^ ^SttdTl 
that 1/2 2/64 transcript X wish you would road. personal y* 
encountered Thursday with Geyelin f s office* 

sSeSS-SSr 

particularly Id what I regard as a crucial and dangerous period. 

Purrvintlv there seems to be no end to them and I can’t remember a time, even 
Current j.y tnere s frequent and, consistent* I 

during the Warren Conuiesion period, when they a ® * ^m^-activation 

=»L«-SffgSSi“£Sr 

^T^2^oS d 4^iSt!^iiroa^»“ a Sral=to at the Oloto. -Koto I too. 

o*S "« .to. *ua r tod 

jrS.SSftTMST? "* tot . ttot to. w r 

I- Ptof to .to. .toy -» fZSgSZS AR K !S£ 

or even names » please do*) 

If I were not sincerely worried about the potential of all of this I'd not be 
taking this time. I hope you will find enough time to think about it. 

Sincerely, 

Harold Weisberg 



